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or by the system of wells connected by underground
channels called kandt or barbs, and peculiar to the
Iranian plateau " (St John).

6. Flora and Fauna:  The Camel.

The results of this deficient rainfall are seen, not
only 111 the undeveloped water system, but also in the
vegetation, which is characterised by the absence of
trees and even large shrubs almost everywhere except
on the outer slopes of the coast ranges. The date-palm
flourishes along the sandy shores of the Persian Gulf,
but the oaks and other trees of the Bakhtiari and other
inner ranges are mostly stunted, and true forests are
found only on the northern slopes of the Elburz. Here
large tracts are covered with dense plantations of mag-
nificent timber, especially cedars, elms, oaks, the walnut,
beech, and the valuable box tree. Wheat and barley
are here cultivated to a height of several thousand feet,
while the lowlands yield cotton, sugar, silk, grapes, figs,
cherries, peaches, plums, and other fruits, in great pro-
fusion. Indigo, rice, tobacco, and madder are also
cultivated in this region, as well as in the Urmia basin,
and on the Isfahan and Shiraz plains, which are almost
the only other really fertile tracts in the whole kingdom.
Pasture lands are much more extensive, occupying most
of the elevated longitudinal valleys and slopes of the
parallel ranges in the west and north-east. Hence the
Kurdish, Lur, Farsistan, and North Khorasan highlands
have been held for ages by nomad pastoral tribes both
of Iranian and Turanian stock. The eastern low-lying
plains of Khorasan and Karman are almost destitute of
vegetation, producing little beyond sands and salt. In
Sista*i tamarisks and dwarf mimosas are a prevailing
feature.